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Understanding Reassessment

Why isthishappening?

In 1998, the Indiana Supreme Court ruled that
the method that Indiana used for determining
the value of property for purposes of taxation
was unconstitutional . The court ordered that the
system be changed to reflect a uniform standard
based on property wealth (market value).

How did tax restructuring affect my tax bill?

In 2002, the Indiana General Assembly made
significant changes to the property tax laws to
help those who would be paying a higher por-
tion of the property tax burden. The major pro-
visions were:

the Standard Homestead Exemption was
increased from $6,000 to $35,000.

the State assumed 60% of the cost of the
school general fund.

the Property Tax Replacement Credit
(PTRC) was maintained at 20%.

the Homestead Credit, though modified,
was doubled to 20%.

Wher e does my property tax money go?

Property taxes support local governments, in-
cluding schools, law enforcement and fire de-
partments.

Why do property taxesgo up?

Local government entities increase their
levy (the amount of money they collect
from their property tax district).

Property tax burdens “shift” for many rea-
sons, such as a significant business closing.
Thiswould leave a greater tax burden to be
shared by the community’ s remaining prop-
erty owners.
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Filing Appeals

If you believe a mistake has been made in the as-
sessment of your property, you are entitled to an ap-
peal. Before beginning the formal appeal process,
determine whether your challengeis based on a
subjective detail regarding your property or afac-
tual error in the assessment. Thiswill determine
who you should contact and what petition you must
fileto appeal the assessment.

Subjective appeal: To appea a subjective part of
the assessment, you must provide specific reasons
for your challenge of the assessor’ s judgment. This
isthe type of appeal that you would fileif you be-
lieve you could not sell your home for the value at
which it was assessed. If your assessment is much
higher than your neighbor's but your homes are a -
most identical (including the grade of construction
and the condition) there may have been a subjective
error. A Form 130 - Petition for Review of Assess-
ment* must be filed with the township assessor
within 45 days from the mailing date of the Form
11. Be prepared to provide proof that your home

was assessed incorrectly. An appraisal, sales data of
like properties, or any other information that will
help demonstrate a more accurate value of your
property.

Factual error appeal: Similarly, aless common
appeal alows you to challenge the assessment based
on factual discrepancies, such as calculation errors
or incorrect measurements. This appeal is also used
when, through an error or omission by any state or
county officer, you are not given credit for an ex-
emption or deduction that has earlier been approved.
If you believe a calculation or factual error has been
made in your assessment, a Form 133 - Petition for
Correction of Error must be filed with the county
auditor within 3 years. Once filed, the township as-
sessor, county assessor and county auditor will re-
view the appeal. Two of the officials must approve
the correction or your appeal will be denied.

In both appeal processes, if an agreement cannot be
worked out with your local officials, the petition
will be forwarded to the County Property Tax As-

sessment Board of Appeals (PTBOA). A hearing
before the board will be scheduled where you will
have the opportunity to present the evidence dis-
puting your assessment. If the PTBOA rules
against your appeal, you may appeal the board’s
decision by filing a Form 131 - Petition to the Indi-
anaBoard of Tax Review of Assessment.

If this board does not agree with your challenge,
the next step in your appeal would be to ask the
Indiana Tax Court for judicial review. If, at any
step in the appeal process, your appeal is granted,
you should file arefund claim with the county
auditor using the Form 17-T, available from the
county auditor’s office.




